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Dear Family,

     Our class is starting a new unit in math about place value.  We will be working with two-digit numbers to represent amounts with tens and ones and comparing 2-digit numbers using  >, =, and <.  Students will focus on using concrete models, drawings and place value strategies to add and subtract within 100. It also builds on students’ work with tens and ones by mentally adding ten more and ten less than any number less than 100. This unit will call for students to use concrete models, drawings and place value strategies to subtract multiples of 10 from decade numbers (e.g., 30, 40, 50).

	BENCHMARKS/GOALS


	EXAMPLES

	Represent numbers 1 to 99 using place value.
	Tens

Ones

8

7



	Compare and order quantities to 120.


	Use the symbols (<, >, =) to compare sets of objects and numbers.

[image: image4.emf]77  >  35        4 is less than 10

18  =  18

	Students   use concrete models, drawings and place value strategies to add and subtract within 100.  


	

	Identify ten more than, ten less than a given number.


	Ten more than 53 is 62.

Ten less than 31 is 21.


Related Activities to Try at Home
The activities below are related to the mathematics in this unit.  Doing them at home together with your child can enrich your child’s mathematical learning.

Example: 

There are 74 birds in the park.  10 birds fly away.  How many are left?

	Student 1

I used a 100s board.  I started at 74.  Then, because 10 birds flew away, I moved back one row.  I landed on 64.  So, there are 64 birds left in the park.





Finding Math Problems

When you see a number around the house or neighborhood, discuss what is ten more/less than that number.
Making Groups of Ten

Count out 20-120 objects (cereal, pasta, crayons, etc.).  Put the objects into groups of ten.  Count how many groups of ten and how many leftovers.  Count by tens to determine the total number (ex: To count up to 44, count 10, 20, 30, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44).

Math and Literature
You can find the following books in your local library, read them together, and discuss the math you see in each book.

LeSieg, Theo Ten Apples Up on Top!

Miranda, Anne Monster Math

Sincerely,

First-Grade Teachers
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